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from want of means of communication in case of forced landing,
be dangerous to  employ.    The  same announcement has,  it
appears, been made to France and the Netherlands, both of which
countries have air services following the Persian coast and using
Persian aerodromes.   The Arabian coast—an alternative route—
has been subjected to a naval survey, but presents, from more
than one point of view, objections and difficulties, and would
necessitate the employment of sea-planes between Busrah and
British Beluchistan.    All these questions are awaiting solution.
The British Government, while insisting upon the legality,
and the maintenance, of the status of Bahrein, was prepared in
return for the Persian abandonment of any claim to that place,
and in return for a lease of the site of the Naval Depot at Henjam,
to transfer the British Residency from Bushire to Bahrein and
thus  remove  from  Persian  territory  an  institution  that  the
Persians, with some reason, consider an anomaly and a detriment
to their independence.   In addition, the British Government was
prepared to make a considerable financial sacrifice by remitting
a large portion of a debt which the Persian Government recog-
nizes as owing to England.   The British Government would no
doubt also be ready to negotiate a new treaty of commerce and to
use its good offices in bringing about a settlement with the Iraq
Government of the question of the waterway of the Shatt el-Arab,
the river on which the Persian town of Abadan, the terminus of
the pipe-line of the Anglo-Persian Oil Company, is situated.
Although Abadan lies on Persian territory the river belongs to
Iraq and it is the Iraqi Government that largely benefits by
collecting dues, etc., from the steamers arriving at and departing
from the Persian town.    For three years these negotiations
have been  spasmodically proceeding and on more than one
occasion it was hoped that a settlement had been reached, but
always the Persian  Government has  hesitated to  sign—and
added new demands.    Not satisfied with the generous attitude
that  England  has  adopted,  the  Persian  Government  lately
demanded  the cession of two  other  islands which are  not
England's to give but are the property of an independent Sheikh.
Nor is that all for there is also a further demand for extravagant
financial compensation.   At the time of writing the negotiations
for a treaty between the British and Persian Governments appear
to be at a standstill and it will require a more convincing proof
of Persia's goodwill and breadth of vision before a settlement
can be reached.    The conversations have been protracted and

